
THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and 
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give 
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always. 
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, 
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline 
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him 
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray 
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

Dear Father Bill Cosgrove,
This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.

�    �    �    �    � Other 

The Fraternity of Priests pledge of nancial accountability e take very seriously the trust you put in us when 
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your gift care-
fully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.

Please cut and return this form with your donation.

Fraternity of Priests, Inc.
Franciscan University

Steubenville, OH 43952-9671
Phone: (740) 283-4400
Fax: (740) 283-3622

Email: contact@fraternityofpriests.org
http://www.fraternityofpriests.org

Do you know anyone who would like 
to receive our Newsletter?

(Please print legibly)

Name     

Street     

City, State and Zip    
The New Evangelization Proclaims an Ancient Message

 By Father Bob Franco

In his Confessions, St. Augustine 
prayed, “Late have I loved you, O 
Beauty, ever ancient, ever new…” 
God is both “ever ancient” and “ever 
new”. The same phrase, “ever ancient, 
ever new” can be applied to the 
Church’s mission of evangelization.

In October 2012, a representative 
group of bishops, with their experts, 
met with Pope Benedict to map out 
the way for a New Evangelization. 
Though we do not yet have Pope 
Francis’ summary document, it will 
certainly look at things new (modern 
circumstances, novel methods of 
proclamation, fresh ardor) and things 
ancient (the perennial mission of the 
Church and the unchanging gospel.)

This article will review two 
books, Will Many Be Saved? by Ralph 
Martin and Jesus Shock by Peter 
Kreeft. From different perspectives, 
each book highlights aspects of 
ancient, but life giving “word of truth, 
the gospel”. (Colossians 1:5)
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Will Many Be Saved?
Ralph Martin’s book Will 

Many Be Saved? (Grand Rapids, 
MI/Cambridge, U.K.: William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
2012) looks at the question in the 
title through the lens of paragraph 
16 of Lumen Gentium, also known 
as the Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church.

This paragraph reiterates the 
teaching of the Church on the 
possibility of being saved without 

explicit faith in Jesus Christ and 
the Church. Dr. Ralph Martin’s 
book (this book owed from his 
doctoral dissertation) chronicles 
the development of this doctrine 
through the centuries, highlighting 
among others the likes of Origin, St. 
Cyprian (3rd century), St. Thomas 
Aquinas (13th century), St. Robert 
Bellarmine (16th century), Pope Pius 
XI, Pope Pius XII and the letter from 
the Holy Of ce to the Archbishop 
of Boston regarding the case of Fr. 
Leonard Feeney. Martin’s book 
also has a detailed chapter on the 
scriptural foundations of LG 16.

One of the recurring themes of 
the book is the fact that LG 16 is 
often only partially quoted. Many 
theologians and pastors like to speak 
of the fact that people, who through 
no fault of their own, do not know 
the gospel of Christ. Seeking God, 
moved by grace and living in accord 
with the dictates of their conscience, 
they can attain salvation. However, 
the nal part of LG 16 is often left 
unstated. It reads:

…often men, deceived by the 
Evil One, have become vain in their 
reasonings and have exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie, serving the 
creature rather than the Creator…are 
exposed to nal despair.

The nal sentence of LG 16 
begins with the phrase “Wherefore 
to promote the glory of God and 

procure the salvation of all of these”, 
emphasizes that the Church must 
preach the gospel to everyone, 
fostering missionary activity 
throughout the world.

Ralph Martin outlined the work 
of two theologians whose “theories 
have had a wide acceptance not 
only in theological circles but in the 
Church at large and have signi cantly 
contributed to overshadowing” (pg. 
129) of those nal lines of LG 16. 
Those in uential theologians are Karl 
Rahner and Hans Urs von Balthasar. 
Chapter V of Will Many Be Saved? 
gives a thorough critique of Rahner’s 
theory of the Anonymous Christian. 
Chapter VI focuses on Balthasar’s oft 
cited question, “Dare we hope that 
all be saved?” These chapters give an 
historical, scriptural and theological 
critique of their theories. Ralph Martin 
also describes how these theories 
diminished zeal for missionary efforts 
and refocused missionary work. 
Missionaries became more concerned 
about the structures of social sin than 
seeking repentance from personal sin, 
faith in Christ and baptism.

Ralph Martin’s nal chapter 
raises the question, “Is it time for a 
pastoral adjustment?” The tenor of 
our times presumes that most people 
will be saved. This conviction has 
taken the wind out of the sails of 
many missionaries and preachers. 
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Dear Friends of the Priesthood

Monthly Donation Budget: $4,750.00

Actual Donations: $1,990.00
Budget Surplus (shortage): ($2,760.00)                

Current as of  May 31, 2013.

Fraternity Financial Report

All things in life begin and end. 
However, in all things, Jesus 
Christ is there. He is the Alpha 

and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.
This past month of June was “bittersweet” 

for me. The bitter side owed from the two 
“endings” that took place for me. My parish 
school of 52 years closed its doors on 
Wednesday, June 19th. The “sweetness” of 
that “bitter” moment was noted by our local 
newspaper. The headline read: “Sadness 
Gives Way to Charity”. You see, our children 
decided to donate all their old uniforms to the 
children of the earthquake torn country of 
Haiti. The library books went to the school 
libraries of Moore, Oklahoma who were 
struck by tornadoes this past spring. Our 
school’s ending is someone’s new beginning.

Also, even as our school closed last 
month, I can already see another door 
beginning to open. I believe that the Lord 
is unfolding a vision for using the school 
building in a new way. Just as Francis heard 
the words: “Rebuild my Church” so I am 
hearing a call to “rebuild” the school into a 
new kind of school of formation for youth, 
adults and evangelistic outreach. Please keep 
that in your prayers.

The second “bittersweet” event of June 
was the end of my time as chairman of the 
Fraternity Board and the end of my third 
three year service to the Board. It has been 
a wonderful experience from beginning to 
end, though the Fraternity was somewhat 
hampered by the fact that we do not have a 
resident priest at Visitation House. However, 
with the support of the Fraternity Board 
and Rosemary Adams, the secretary of the 
Fraternity (who served the Fraternity for the 
last seven years and is retired as of July 1) the 
work of the Fraternity continues.

This is somewhat of a new beginning 
to the Fraternity board. I extend best wishes 
to our new chairman, Fr. John Kiley from 
Boston and our new newsletter editor (also 
from Boston) Fr. Bob Carr. I also welcome a 
new member onto the Fraternity Board, Fr. Joe 
Looney, a longtime Fraternity brother from 
the Diocese of Hartford, Connecticut. May 
the Lord bless the service of the Board to the 

One of the objectives for the Fraternity 
of Priests is to inform our donors about 
the ongoing financial health and details 
of the organization.  We’re providing this 
information to help communicate our 
specific need and to thank those many 
faithful benefactors who help make our 
service possible.  Thank you! 

Editor’s Box:

Please send articles, 
comments, and 

 photos to the  FOP 
Newsletter editor,   
Fr. Bob Franco via  

e-mail at   
editor@fraternityofpriests.org  
or fax to 440-327-2204.  

Newsletter material from 
all Fraternity members is 
gratefully accepted. Any 
submissions will help make 
each issue better!

Fraternity 
this coming 
year.

This is 
the Year of 
Faith. As I 
journeyed 
t h r o u g h 
the whole 
process of 
the school 
c l o s u r e 
a n d  t h e 
completing 
m y  t i m e 
o n  t h e 
Fraternity board, the reality of “walking by 
faith” has become clearer. St. Augustine, the 
patron of my parish, said: “Faith is believing 
in what you do not yet see. The reward of 
faith is seeing what you believed.” Let us keep 
believing Christ until we see Him face to face!

Finally, I wish all of our partners in 
prayer and all our benefactors, the graces and 
blessings of God for your life in this Year of 
Faith. May he keep us all faith- lled!

Fraternally, 
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Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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Fr. Bob Franco is from Cleveland, Ohio and is 
a past member of the Board of the Fraternity 
of Priests. 

And though the teachings of Vatican 
II accentuate the positive aspects of 
following Christ, Sacred Scripture 
and Tradition also authoritatively 
teach that our response to the gospel 
(or to the light we receive) has 
consequences. Jesus Himself taught 
that salvation was dif cult and that 
many would try but not be able to 
enter that narrow gate (Luke 13:24ff). 
To move from the possibility of being 
saved to the probability of being 
saved without an explicit and lived 
faith in Jesus Christ runs counter to 
Scripture and Tradition.

Jesus Shock
Peter Kreeft is a proli c author. 

However, it was his  own comment 
about Jesus Shock that peaked my 
curiosity. He said, “If I could only 
write one book, this would be the one.”

Jesus Shock is a readable, 
engaging, thought provoking 
presentation of the person of Jesus 
Christ and the Church he founded. 
Ten years in the making, this book 
helps people understand how unique, 
amazing and necessary the person 
of Jesus Christ is. If Ralph Martin’s 
book highlights a major problem 
affecting the thinking of modern 
Catholics, Jesus Shock zeros in on the 
solution: the wondrous, astounding 
even shocking person of Jesus Christ.

Part One begins with seven 
“beginnings” of the book. Each 
of these beginnings begins to 
underscore the uniqueness of Jesus 
Christ. The book then describes the 
shock produced by Jesus if we take 
his teachings, promises and activities 
seriously. In the words of Peter 
Kreeft, “I think that Jesus was the 
only man in history who never bored 
anyone.” (pgs. 40-41). In Part Four, 
Peter Kreeft describes his own search 

of the early Church Fathers. He 
sought to bolster his own Protestant 
convictions. In the end, he became 
convinced of the Real Presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist and 
became a Catholic!

Part Five calls for a response to 
Jesus and the Church. On a much 
more popular level, Peter Kreeft 
reiterates the same message of Will 
Many Be Saved?. “The war is about 
salvation vs. damnation, Heaven vs. 
Hell. Please don’t call that crude 
fundamentalism, because that comes 
from Jesus, not from me.” (pg. 146) 
One of the convicting lines in the 
book reads, “But Protestants won’t 
become Catholics until Catholics 
do!” (pg. 150). The nal part of the 
book ends with seven postscripts.

The Message of the  
New Evangelization

Will Many Be Saved? and Jesus 
Shock highlight the ancient message 
of the New Evangelization. Ralph 
Martin’s somewhat scholarly tome is 
a challenging, though good read, for 
those who want to understand how 

we got to where we are. For more 
information, as well as other more 
user friendly materials, please visit 
renewalministries.net. Peter Kreeft’s 
Jesus Shock is a great book for 
evangelistic purposes. This thought 
provoking, easy to read book, as 
well as other great Catholic books, 
can be ordered inexpensively at 
DynamicCatholic.com.

Fraternity Met at Steubenville
The Annual Fraternity Meeting 

was concurrent with the Priest, Deacon 
and Seminarian Retreat at Steubenville 
from June 17-21. In addition to great 
speakers, prayer times and wonderful 
liturgies, the Fraternity met to conduct 
its business. Fr. Bill Cosgrove had 
completed his terms on the board. Fr. 
Joe Looney of Hartford Connecticut 
was elected to the board. Fr. John 
Kiley of Boston is the chairman of 
the board this year. Frs. Francis Dabre 

(India), Vlado 
Bizjak (Slovenia) 
and Larry Van 
Damme (Marquette, 
MI) make up the 
rest of the board. Fr. 
Bob Carr of Boston 
will be taking over 
from Fr. Bob Franco 
(Cleveland) as editor 
of The Visitation.    

In addition, our 
secretary, Rosemary 
Adams, has retired 
effective July 1. 
We thank her for 
her years of faithful 
service to our priests 
and supporters.

Brothers who attended the 2013 Fraternity Gathering 
at Visitation House in Steubenville, Ohio.  


